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1. Introduction: on governance re-
search and electoral geography 

 
In the literature on urban policy and politics, 

the research field of governance studies is in 
significant expansion. Although the definition of 
‘governance’ can be very different dependent 
on the author, usually a transition from ‘gov-
ernment’ to ‘governance’ is suggested, in 
which the institutions of representative democ-
racy weaken, and other actors are involved in 
policy making (Martin et al., 2003). In general, 
this emergence of governance is interpreted as 
a consequence of economic developments on 
a global scale. In particular a new phase of 
international competition is suggested, which is 
typified by the enhanced mobility of capital. In 
a regulationist framework, this new phase of 
economic competition comes after Fordism 
and is called flexible accumulation (Swynge-
douw, 1990). In order to be competitive in the 
contest for international investments resulting 
from the enhanced mobility of capital, the insti-
tutions of representative democracy are under 
pressure to built new relationships for their 
policy-making, especially with economic ac-
tors. Furthermore, this competition increasingly 
takes place between localities, instead of na-
tional states (Jessop, 1999; Healey et al., 
2002). Thus, at the same time, governance 
studies are discussions about rescaling, in 
which way policy develops on new –more lo-
cal- scales (Swyngedouw & Baeten, 2001).  

In governance studies, governance can be 
approached from a normative point of view. In 
this view, representative democracy is consid-
ered as being not optimal, and governance is 
seen as an opportunity to involve new eco-
nomic actors. Such an approach is especially 
present in economic studies of governance, 
which are in search for the most efficient way 
to steer the local economy (see Loopmans, 
2002). On the other hand, the transition from 
government to governance is criticised by so-
me as a concession of the political dimension 
to the economic dimension (e.g. Denayer & 
Saey, 2001). Yet in both approaches, all politi-
cal parties in government arrangements are 

considered as similar institutions, irrespective 
of their ideological profile. After all, they all 
function for the sake of capital devolving pow-
ers to economic actors in order to stay com-
petitive. In that sense, both approaches are 
opposed to the systems approach in political 
science research. In the systems approach, 
liberal democracy is considered as a system 
where political parties are merely the interme-
diaries of the will of the voter. This perspective 
works in terms of input (voters) – throughput 
(government) - output (policy) – feedback (eva-
luation of the policy by the voter). Although the 
critics on this perspective as being to simplistic 
are correct (e.g. Häussermann & Haila, 2003), 
the mentioned governance studies seem to 
incline too much towards the other side. It is 
not the voter any more, but it is capital which 
now determines urban policy and politics. 

Bagasco & Le Galès (1998) and Le Galès 
(1998a, 1998b) oppose to this narrow eco-
nomic view of governance and observe, from a 
not-normative perspective, that there are new 
opportunities in the process of governance 
configuration formation on the level of cities 
and regions. In particular, they argue that not 
only economic imperatives are important in 
governance configurations, but also social 
considerations. In other words, also a range of 
social groups will now be involved in the policy 
process. However, this does not mean that all 
social groups will be involved (Geddes, 2000; 
Geddes & Le Galès, 2001). Especially disad-
vantaged groups are frequently left out. Fur-
thermore, Mayer (2003) states that urban dis-
advantaged groups which are actually involved 
in policy making, are transformed from poten-
tial social movement actors demanding recog-
nition of their social rights into groups who are 
merely mobilised to work towards their 
(re)integration in the labour market. For con-
flicts are considered as harmful for competi-
tiveness. 

Yet, Le Galès (1998a) lists a number of 
reasons why such social actors will be involved 
in policy making, moreover with serious con-
sideration of their original demands. Among 
these reasons, electoral considerations play a 
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very important role. He states: “ If one is inter-
ested in cities as political actors and as pro-
ducers of public action, one cannot give too 
much thought to democracy, citizenship and 
representation.” Still, the work on representa-
tive democracy and urban policy, that is the 
electoral dimension of urban policy, has al-
ways been very limited (see also Dowding, 
2001). Wolman (1996) states: “Despite the 
large literature in normative theory on the i m-
pact of elections, e m pirical research on the 
impact of elections and leadership change on 
public policy is sparse at all levels of govern-
ment.” This is more marked at the urban level: 
“At the urban level (…) there has been rela-
tively little interest in or research on the ques-
tion of the impact of elections and leadership 
succession on public policy. This is particularly 
surprising because the study or urban politics 
since the 1950s has been preoccupied, if not 
obsessed, with the question of “who rules?” 
This lack of interest undoubtedly r eflects the 
prevailing wisdom in the political science litera-
ture that urban political leaders (…) exert a 
relatively minor impact on public polity and that 
elections and leadership change – even parti-
san leadership change – are of minor impor-
tance. (Wolman, 1996).” 

Thus, this paper aims to take part in filling 
this gap in the literature, and elucidate the im-
pact of electoral geography on urban policy 
and politics. First, I elaborate the processes 
that are influential in the creation of electoral 
geographies. These processes are situated 
both on the level of the global economy and on 
the local level, in particular the local socio-
spatial structure and local political mobilis a-
tions. In a second section, this theoretical per-
spective is applied to the Brussels urban r e-
gion. Finally, the consequences of this elec-
toral geography for urban policy and politics 
are discussed, emphasising the consequences 
of the electoral contrasts in urban regions. 

 
 

2. The origins of electoral geography 
 

Recent work on electoral geography argues for 
an integration of the level of the world system 
and the local level when it comes to explana-
tions of electoral geographies (Shelley & A r-
cher, 1997). In this section, such a perspective 
is developed, combining a world systems a p-
proach and the cleavage theory of Lipset and 
Rokkan (1967). In a first part, the world sys-
tems approach is introduced. In a second part, 
the cleavage theory is added to this frame-
work.  
 
2.1 A world systems approach: A politics of 
power and a politics of support 
 

Developments in the global economy thus 
give rise to governance configurations. They 
influence just as well electoral geographies. In 
particular, following Taylor (1984) and Taylor & 
Flint (2000), the world system is i nfluential. 
Taylor and Flint propose a world systems a p-
proach for electoral geography, based on the 
work of Wallerstein. Briefly, Wallerstein argues 
that there is a single world market, which is 
capitalist. This world market functions in a con-
text of a multitude of nation-states, which each 
belong to one of the three ‘tiers’ of the world 
economy: the core, the semi-periphery and the 
periphery. These zones are experiencing dif-
ferent processes within the world system, but 
are at the same time joined through exploita-
tion of the semi-periphery and periphery by the 
core and of the periphery by the semi-
periphery.  

To apply this framework to electoral geog-
raphy, Taylor and Flint start from a critique on 
the classic systems approach (which has no 
further affinity with the world systems approach 
than a part of the name), which came into 
fashion in electoral geography in the 1970s. 
This theoretical perspective was introduced in 
1965 by the political scientist Easton and still is 
implicitly or explicitly used in some political 
science studies, especially in electoral survey 
research. It assumes that a national govern-
ment acts merely in response to the prefer-
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ences of the electorate. Political parties then 
are merely vehicles that pass on the prefer-
ences of different groups of voters. Taylor and 
Flint criticise this model on two main points.  

First, the system of democratic elections 
seems to work only in the core and not in the 
periphery of the world economy. The reason 
for this is that political parties in the countries  
of the core can pursue a politics of redistribu-
tion, and as such can mobilise and maintain 
support of the population. Because of financial 
constraints, such a politics is not possible in 
the periphery of the world economy (though 
criticized by Dutta Dikshit, 1997).  

Second, the model is deficient even in the 
countries of the core. The fact is that input, in 

the form of the voters’ expectations, and out-
put, in the form of a party’s policy, are not al-
ways consistent with each other: they are not 
always ‘congruent’. Parties mobilise voters 
with a policy programme: they pursue a ‘poli-
tics of legitimation’ to retain their voters. How-
ever, political parties also pursue a ‘politics of 
power’, policy for the sake of capital accumula-
tion (figure 1). This policy aims at a smooth 
operating of the capitalist system. Both politics 
are usually congruent, but can be non-
congruent as well. This is off course an impor-
tant assumption: parties can mobilise on the 
basis of policy proposals that they will not or 
cannot implement.  

 
 
Figure 1. The basic scheme of Taylor & Flint: parties pursue a politics of power and a politics of sup-
port (Taylor & Flint, 2000) 

 

 
 

Though they name interest group funding 
and policy outcomes as areas of research for 
the politics of power, Taylor & Flint (2000) are 
rather vague about how to make operational 
the concept. I will apply the concept more gen-
erally as the efforts of governments to attract 
(international) capital. During the phase of 
flexible accumulation, in which capital be-
comes increasingly mobile, the pressure to 
pursue such policies is growing. The fact is 
that international capital is considered neces-

sary to provide for jobs for the electorate and 
for government money, both essential to be 
able to remobilise the voters. 

Subsequently, the framework distinguis h-
ing between politics of power and politics of 
support can be redefined in terms of economic 
and political democracy. The politics of power, 
or the pressure to pursue accumulation strate-
gies, applies to every party, just because there 
is no economic democracy. In other words, 
elected governments have no direct control 

7 



 

Filip De Maesschalck, The Impact of Electoral Geography on Urban Politics  

over capital. As a consequence, for example, 
the social-democratic parties now argue for an 
active welfare state that embraces the respon-
sibility principle. Van Berkel & Møller (2002) 
state: “It is quite clear that ‘modern’ social de-
mocracy has come to endorse the responsibil-
ity principle much more strongly than liberals 
have come to support redistribution principles”. 
 
2.2 Applying the cleavage theory to the world 
systems approach 
  

Taylor & Flint (2000) use the framework of 
Kondratieff-cycles for their world systems ap-
proach to electoral geography. Kondratieff-
cycles result from the idea that the world-
economy develops in a cyclical manner. The 
first person to propose such a scheme was a 
Russian economist, Kondratieff, and today 
such fifty-year economic cycles are named 
after him. Such a cycle consists of two phases, 
one of growth and one of stagnation, and they 
are associated with technological change. The 
phase of growth can be easily related to major 
periods of the adoption of technological inno-
vations. Following Taylor & Flint, it was the 
fourth kondratieff-cycle, starting after world-war 
II, that made possible a politics of redistribution 
in the core, and as such the survival of the 
system of democratic elections. Further they 
state, on the basis of Habermas, that in the 
countries of the core, the phase of economic 
stagnation of a kondratieff-cycle causes a ‘le-
gitimation crisis’ on the one hand and a ‘ra-
tionality crisis’ on the other. The former stands 
for a crisis where the state does not succeed in 
managing the economy to the satisfaction and 
needs of owners of capital and the business 
elite; the latter stands for a crisis where the 
state does not manage to meet the social and 
economic needs of the masses (see Flint, 
2001). When such a combined crisis comes 
up, similar policy changes will appear across 
all political parties. They discuss the example 
of such a ‘new politics’ in Great Britain, and 
state: ”a new party competition arises but t a-
kes place within the new politics, being limited 
to matters of emphasis and degree. Hence the 

mobilising powers of the parties are usually 
able to bring the voters into line with new eco-
nomic circumstances. It is for this reason that 
the stability of voting patterns commonly found 
in electoral geography in core states is not a 
good index of the changing politics of the sta-
te.” Two things are important in this statement. 
Firstly, The ‘new politics’ did not come up with 
elections. In other words, the politics of power 
came before the politics of support. Secondly, 
the electoral geography –apart from national 
swings in electoral support for political parties - 
remains the same.  

Following this argument, connecting 
Kondratieff-cycles –or more general economic 
developments- and electoral geography is use-
less. After all, a ‘new politics’ comes up across 
all political parties, and the mobilising powers 
of these parties provide for a stable electoral 
geography. In other words, following Taylor & 
Flint (2000), a new Kondratieff-cycle will not 
change electoral geographies, even though 
their framework only applies to the post-war 
period. However, in my view, kondratieff-cycles 
do influence electoral geographies, in particu-
lar through the system of social cleavages.  

The model of social cleavages originates in 
the work of Lipset & Rokkan (1967). In their 
view, a number of important social conflicts or 
cleavages exist in society, which are in turn the 
consequences of modernisation. These cleav-
ages can be placed in a two-dimensional 
scheme (figure 2), which consists of a territo-
rial and a functional axis. The territorial axis 
opposes regionalist conflicts to conflicts with a 
national character. The functional axis op-
poses ideological cleavages to cleavages with 
a specific material aim. These social cleavages 
eventually can institutionalise into political par-
ties. A political party can, following the cleav-
age theory, only be successful on the long run 
when they present themselves as emanations 
of one or more fundamental societal cleavages 
(Saey, 1998). These institutionalisations occur 
at different moments in the different national 
states, because the process of modernisation 
does not manifest itself at the same time in the 
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different national contexts. Also the institutional 
barriers were different.  

In the nation-states of Western Europe, 
Lipset and Rokkan distinguished four cleav-
ages: church versus state, centre versus pe-
riphery, labour versus capital and city versus 
countryside. When these cleavages institution-
alised in political parties -at a different pace in 
the respective nation-states - they considered 
the population of Western Europe as ‘com-
pletely mobilised’. There was no place any 
more for new cleavages to break through. In 
that sense, there was the ‘freezing’ of the four 
fundamental cleavages in the democracies of 
Western Europe. 

Yet, I consider the cleavage theory in a 
more evolutionary perspective. Socio-
economic developments, which develop with 
the kondratieff-cycles, have effects on existing 
social cleavages or create new ones. Existing 
political parties will develop new electoral 
strategies and policy proposals in response to 
these changes, or even new parties are cre-
ated. As a consequence, electoral geographies 
can change. Indeed, when old and new parties 
start to mobilise on the basis of new or 
changed cleavages, certain socio-spatial 
groups will now be attracted to other parties 
than before.  

 
 
Figure 2. The basic scheme of Lipset & Rokkan: cleavages can be placed in a two-dimensional space 
(Lipset & Rokkan, 1967) 

 
 

The fact that cleavages are not frozen 
(anymore), is not a new observation, and be-
came clear already in the sixties. Because of 
this, research in the cleavage theoretical tradi-
tion was and is in search of new cleavages 
(e.g. Lijphart, 1990). However, by using the 
kondratieff-cycles, I consider the cleavage 

framework in a more systematic evolutionary 
perspective than these studies. 

Until now, the theoretical framework I pre-
sented has focused on the level of the state. It 
is a fact that political parties act on the level of 
the nation-state. Even if this is not the case, 
they have to realise their strategies on this 
level. Neither social movements nor political 
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parties can easily escape from the structure of 
political opportunities and constraints of their 
respective nation-states (Agnew, 1997). This 
does not mean however that the cleavage 
framework implicates a nationalisation of vot-
ing behaviour, which is the mainstream inter-
pretation of the model of Lipset and Rokkan 
(e.g. Johnston, 1990). On the contrary, Lipset 
and Rokkan argue that the local dimension is 
important. They stress in particular the impor-
tance of the historicity of local party alterna-
tives: ‘This “Historicity” of party alternatives is 
of crucial importance not only in the study of 
differences and similarities across nations but 
also within nations. The party alternatives vary 
in “age” and dom inance not only from one 
overall system to another but equally from one 
locality to another within the same polity. To 
gain any detailed understanding of the proc-
esses of mobilisation and alignment within any 
single nation we clearly need information not 
just about turnout and the division of votes but 
about the time of the formation of local party 
organizations.’ In other words, the moment of 
local mobilisation is important. As stated be-
fore, I apply a more evolutionary perspective 

and also consider more recent mobilisations. 
This means that people can be ‘re-mobilised’ 
(see Shin, 2001a) on the basis of new or 
changed cleavages. Indeed, this mobilisation 
comes about locally, and is related to the local 
socio-spatial structure: certain political tenden-
cies will mainly mobilise and be successful in 
certain socio-spatial contexts. Thus, cleavages 
will crystallise out more in some places, de-
pendent on the local socio-spatial structure 
and political mobilisations that are related with 
it.1 

 
 

3. Electoral developments in the Brus-
sels urban region 

 
In this section, the electoral developments 

in the Brussels urban region are analysed. A 
first part presents an overview of the long-term 
electoral developments. A second part focuses 
on recent changes. These changes and devel-
opments will be related with the theoretical 
framework developed in the previous section. 

 

 
Map 1. The Brussels urban region and commuter zone and its institutional arrangement 
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Map 1 shows the Brussels urban region, 

subdivided in central city, agglomeration and 
banlieue (Van der Haegen et al., 1996). The 
agglomeration consists of those municipalities 
that belong to the more or less continuous 
built-on area that starts in the central city; the 
banlieue is delimited on the basis of different 
criteria, but is functionally strongly directed at 
the central city. In particular, an important part 
of the inhabitants of the municipalities of the 
banlieue works in the agglomeration. The 
commuter zone is mapped too. This is the area 
where more than 15 percent of the labour force 
commutes to the agglomeration, and forms 
together with the urban region the urban living 
complex. It includes 130 municipalities in a 
total of 589 in Belgium. In 2003, almost 
2700000 persons lived in this area. This is 
more than a quarter of the Belgian population. 
The urban region itself still encloses 64 mu-
nicipalities and more than 1700000 people 
(NIS, 2003). It is clear that the most central 
municipalities have the highest population 
density, which in general decreases as we 
move further away from the central city. This 
geographical defined urban region covers dif-
ferent institutional areas. Belgium obtained its 
present federal institutional structure during the 
last mayor state reform in 1993. Belgium now 
consists of three regions (the Flemish, the 
Walloon and the Brussels Capital Region) and 
three ‘communities’ (the Flemish, the French 
and the German community), which both have 
different policy domains. The regions are spa-
tially defined; the Flemish and French commu-
nities have authority over respectively the 
Flemish and the Walloon region (except over 
the German community that lies in the Walloon 
region) and over their language group in the 
Brussels Capital Region. The regions are sub-
divided in provinces and municipalities. The 
Brussels Capital Region only consists of 19 
municipalities and has no provinces, but has 
itself (a part of) the powers of a province. We 
can see on the map that the urban region of 
Brussels is mainly situated within the Brussels 
Capital Region and the provinces of Flemish- 

and Walloon-Brabant. This whole area belongs 
to three different regions and constitutes the 
former province of Brabant.2 

In this section, results of parliamentary e-
lections are used. For our analysis, municipal 
election results would be preferable all the 
more because municipal elections produce 
results on municipality level, which is a smaller 
territorial unit than the electoral cantons that 
are used for national, regional and provincial 
elections. However, classifying the multitude of 
different local lists over time into political ten-
dencies would lead to important inaccuracies. 
Yet in Belgium the results of both elections are 
quite similar, and are interpreted as such by 
politicians and media (Dewachter, 1994). For 
the parliamentary elections, we classified the 
parties in nine groups: social-democrats, chris-
tian-democrats, liberals, communists, other 
extreme left tendencies, extreme right, region-
alist parties or language parties, ecologists and 
finally a remaining group. This group consists 
of a set of once-only parties that can be very 
different. Yet the existence and the success of 
many small parties can be a good indicator for 
important political changes. Because of the 
significant overlap of the urban region of Brus-
sels and the former province of Brabant, here-
after only the electoral cantons of this old prov-
ince are considered.3 

3.1 Long term electoral developments 

 
Figure 3 shows the electoral developments 

in the old province of Brabant from the intro-
duction of universal suffrage for men in 1919 
onwards. The election results were grouped 
into the three big pillarised political tendencies 
in Belgium, associated with the classic cleav-
ages, and an aggregate of the results of the 
other parties. Indeed, the Belgian political 
landscape was for a long time determined 
chiefly by the cleavages church-state and la-
bour-capital, resulting in a catholic multi-estate 
party, a liberal anti-clerical party and a socialist 
party.  In the old province of Brabant we see a 
relatively stable period until the 1960s, with an 
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instable interlude in the 1930s. In the 1960s 
and again in the 1980s important changes are 
happening. This is fairly similar to the devel-
opments in Belgium in general. Vandermotten 
et al. (2001) connect the developments in the 
electoral geography of Belgium with the 
kondratieff-cycles.4 Since the introduction of 
universal suffrage for men in 1919 Belgium 
has a relatively stable electoral pattern. The 
least stable periods are at the end of the third 
and the fourth kondratieff-cycle: in the 1930s 

there is a strong breakthrough of the extreme-
right and the communists. In the 1980s there is 
a new breakthrough of the extreme-right and 
the greens. Also in the 1960s there is impor-
tant political instability, which is related to the 
rise of regionalist parties and thus the cleav-
age centre-periphery. This cleavage could 
break through at that moment because of the 
unequal economic developments in the differ-
ent language regions of Belgium. 

 
 
Figure 3. Long term development of pillarised political tendencies  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
However, we are more interested in the 

spatial stability, apart from general swings. The 
stable period which lasts until the sixties 
seems to be accompanied by an important 
spatial stability. A principal component analysis 
on the electoral figures of the catholic party 
from 1919 until 1958 on the level of electoral 
cantons in the old province of Brabant shows 
that 96 % of the variance is situated in the first 
(unrotated) axis. For the socialist and liberal 
party this is respectively 90 % and 88 %. The 
variance within the first (unrotated) axis can be 
considered as a measure for spatial stability, 
which appears to be very important in each 
case. The existing electoral geography at that 
time in the old province of Brabant was struc-
tured as follows. There was a strong catholic 
presence in the Flemish cantons, an equally 
strong socialist presence in the Walloon area, 

and a liberal tendency in particularly the south 
east of Brussels. The most central municipali-
ties of the present Brussels Capital Region are 
characterized as well by a strong socialist 
presence. The explanation of this electoral 
geography is to be found in the development of 
the industrial revolution in Belgium, which co-
incides with the second kondratieff-cycle (the 
first one did not manifest itself in Belgium). The 
industrial revolution came up firstly in the Wal-
loon area, with consequently a very quick 
secularisation and growth of socialism. Though 
Walloon-Brabant was not a part of the big in-
dustrial basins, it had a lot of small town indus-
trial developments and was under strong influ-
ence of the socialist mobilizations in thes e big 
industrial basins. In Flanders, important indus-
trial developments came up only in the period 
after World War I, during the third kondratieff-

0
5

10
15
20
25
30
35
40
45
50

1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010

%
 o

f v
al

id
 v

ot
es

socialist catholic liberal not-pillarised

12 



 

Filip De Maesschalck, The Impact of Electoral Geography on Urban Politics  

cycle, and at that moment the catholic bour-
geoisie could take measures in this area to 
counteract secularis ation. These were mainly 
spatial measures with regard to housing and 
mobility. Through a strong expansion of the 
railway system and a housing policy that en-
sured that workers could remain living in the 
periphery, they tried to keep people out of the 
city. As  such, they were less under influence of 
urban socialism, and they staid subject to 
catholic control in their villages and suburbs. At 
the same time, people were gradually encap-
sulated in the catholic pillar. Thus, in Flanders 
the cleavage labour-capital was absorbed 
within the catholic pillar as a consequence of 
party strategies. Brussels, and especially the 
south east of the present Brussels Capital Re-
gion, was traditionally the stronghold of the 
anti-catholic bourgeoisie, which was a mani-
festation of the church-state cleavage that al-
ready determined Belgian politics during the 
foundation of the Belgian state in 1830. The 
central part of the present Brussels capital 
Region has had also a relatively early industri-
alization, secularisation and socialism. 

This stability in the electoral geography is 
interrupted from the sixties onwards. The geo-
graphical correlations between successive 
election years, respectively for the catholic, 
socialist and liberal party, show each time low 
correlations, and thus important spatial insta-
bility, from the sixties until the beginning of the 
seventies and from the mid-1980s until now 
(next to the instability in the thirties). Thus, the 
rise of the language parties, respectively the 
green and extreme-right parties, goes hand in 
hand with spatial instability. In the next part, I 
will show that, just like the relatively stable 
electoral geography before, this coincides too 
with global economic developments that have 
different consequences in different localities 
because of the different breakthrough of clea-
vages. I will concentrate on the most recent 
developments, starting in 1977, and will only 
refer to the developments in the sixties. This is 
because the most recent developments are 
relatively under-researched, especially in 
Brussels (De Maesschalck, 2003). Partly this is 

a pragmatic choice too: official data on the 
level of electoral cantons are only available 
from that year onwards, and in 1977 the elec-
toral cantons were changed spatially.5 

3.2 Recent changes in the electoral geography 
of the Brussels Urban Region  

 
Thus, in the sixties mainly the regionalist 

parties were responsible for the shifts in the 
political and electoral landscape. This is r  e-
lated with economic growth of the fourth 
kondratieff-cycle persisting in Flanders but not 
in the stagnating Walloon area, economically 
still to a large extent based on the second 
kondratieff-cycle (Saey et al., 1998). Flanders 
not only became more important economically, 
but also the size of the population started to 
exceed the Walloon one. As a consequence, 
political parties developed in Flanders centred 
around language demands and gradually also 
regionalist claims, following the centre-
periphery cleavage. Before, Belgium had for a 
long time been a French-speaking national 
state, and only gradually and partly language 
demands were granted. As a reaction to the 
growth of these regionalist political parties and 
their electoral success in Flanders, the French 
speaking part of the country became active 
along this cleavage too. In Wallonia, success-
ful regionalist parties were formed, which were 
anti -capitalist in an economic stagnating r  e-
gion. In the present Brussels Capital region, at 
that time to a large extent frenchified, the new 
language parties can better be understood as 
a reaction against the rising influence of Flem-
ish politics, among others new language laws. 
These language parties will be absorbed later 
on by the classic parties, which also split up in 
a Flemish and a French-speaking wing. The 
Walloon movement is absorbed later on by the 
French speaking socialist party. In the present 
Brussels Capital Region, the French speaking 
liberal party recycled the movement. Only in 
Flanders, a small regionalist tendency re-
mains. So, established parties succeeded at 
least partly to integrate this cleavage success-
fully into their structure and ideology. 
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For the analysis of the most recent 
changes, from 1977 to 1999, the technique of 
correspondence-analysis is used. From the 
mid-1980s onwards, correspondence-analysis 
has been suggested as a g ood method for 
longitudinal multivariate analysis (De Leeuw et 
al., 1986; van der Heijden, 1987). This multi-
variate technique can visualise relationships in 
a frequency table. More specifically, corre-
spondence analysis can visualise interde-
pendencies of rows and columns in a scatter 
plot. For longitudinal analysis, we start with a 
so-called singular correspondence analysis, 
where only the first year of the analysis is con-
sidered, 1977. The rows represent the elec-
toral cantons and the columns the political 
parties. Each cell r  epresents the number of 
votes for that party in the canton involved. 
Thus, the rows show how the votes of one 
canton are allotted to the different parties. The 
columns show the spatial distribution of the 
votes for one party. The correspondence 
analysis leads to a visualisation of the relations 
between parties and cantons, by placing both 
the rows and the columns on common planes. 
The centre of these planes represents the av-
erage situation. In other words, a canton hav-
ing the same distribution of votes as the whole 
region, would be in the centre. Similarly, a 
party having exactly the same percentage of 
votes in each canton, would be projected in the 
centre of the plane. The more a party or a can-
ton diverges from the equipartition situation, 
the further it will be placed from the centre on 
the plane. Parties with a similar electoral geog-
raphy will be placed close together in the 
plane. Equally, electoral cantons with a similar 
distribution of votes over the parties, will be 
close to each other. Finally, parties and can-
tons situated in the same direction from the 
centre are linked by a common overrepresen-
tation (the party collects relatively more votes 
in this canton and the canton votes relatively 
more for that party than for the others). In or-
der to avoid any misinterpretation, one also 
has to verify if the concerned parties and can-
tons are well represented in the planes. I n-
deed, it is impossible to represent all the devia-

tions in canton and party profiles from the 
equipartition situation in one single bi-
dimensional plane. The successive dimensions 
embody the largest possible share of the total 
deviations (called inertia), but when only two of 
them are selected to span a plane on which 
parties and cantons are projected, some par-
ties and cantons will be poorly represented. In 
that case it is impossible to say anything sig-
nificant about their position in that plane. The 
quality of this representation can be measured 
for each element by means of the square co-
sines of the angles between both axes and the 
vector defined by the position of the element in 
the multidimensional space describing all the 
deviations. When the sum of both squared 
cosines is one, it means that the vector lies 
perfectly on the visualised surface, and thus is 
entirely represented. When the sum is zero, 
the vector lies perpendicular to the visualised 
surface, and nothing can be said about the 
distance and direction of the element con-
cerned. The closer this value to one, the more 
the point is representative, and more meaning-
ful the interpretations extracted from it (Green-
acre, 1984; Greenacre & Blasius, 1994). For 
longitudinal analysis, we can project the politi-
cal parties in the following election years on 
the planes. In other words, we calculate the 
position of the parties in the following election 
years on the axes we obtained for the 1977 
analysis. This is called multiple correspon-
dence-analysis, and as such we can visualize 
the shifts of the parties on the planes in time. 

In a spatial perspective however, it is more 
interesting to observe the shifts of the observa-
tions, the electoral cantons, on the bi-plots. We 
can do this by considering the same electoral 
canton in a different observation year as a 
separate observation. Thus, we multiply the 
number of rows with the number of observation 
years: each electoral canton appears in the 
rows as many times as there are election 
years. Technically speaking, this is a singular 
correspondence-analysis again. This avoids an 
important disadvantage of multiple correspon-
dence-analysis: the cos² and the inertia of the 
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projected data can be very low, because they 
do not determine the axes. 

Applying this technique of singular corre-
spondence analysis on the electoral cantons in 
the old province of Brabant in the different ob-
servation years, the first three axes turn out to 
contain 80 percent of the information. The first 
axis opposes ‘old issue’ parties (regionalist 
parties, communist parties and to a lesser ex-
tent christian-democrats) and ‘new issue’ par-
ties (green parties, extreme-right parties and to 

a lesser extent liberals). The former are ema-
nations of old cleavages, the latter can be in-
terpreted as emanations of very recent cleav-
ages. The second axis opposes pillarised par-
ties (social-democrats, christian-democrats, 
liberals) and not-pillarised parties (regionalist 
parties, extreme-right parties, green parties). 
Figure 4 gives the cos² values of the different 
parties. 
 

 
Figure 4. Squared cosines of the parties for the first three dimensions of the correspondence analysis  
 

 Dimension 1 Dimension 2 Dimension 3 % of row inertia in first three dimensions

     

% of total inertia 42,3 25,9 11,8  

     

SOCDEM* 0,03 0,42 0,25 0,69 

COM* 0,54 0,01 0,04 0,60 

REG* 0,56 0,41 0,02 0,99 

ECOLOG* 0,60 0,12 0,10 0,83 

CHRDEM* 0,33 0,25 0,24 0,82 

XLINKS* 0,03 0,12 0,12 0,28 

XRECHTS* 0,38 0,26 0,23 0,87 

REST* 0,32 0,16 0,07 0,54 

LIB* 0,34 0,18 0,00 0,52 
*SOCDEM = social-democrat; COM = communist; REG = regionalist; ECOLOG = ecologist; CHRDEM = christian-
democrat; XLINKS = extreme left; XRECHTS = extreme right; REST = once-only small parties; LIB = liberals 

 
 

Figure 5 reproduces the first two axes and 
follows 5 electoral cantons in time. These all 
are electoral cantons of the present Brussels 
Capital Region of which the greatest part is 
situated in very central municipalities. The e-
lectoral canton Sint-Gillis is the only one that is 
completely situated within the central munici-
palities, and therefore has the most pro-
nounced evolution (map 2). These cantons 
clearly move together on the bi-plot. They 
move from the ‘old issue’ parties towards the 
‘new issue’ parties, with a slight reversion in 
the mid-1980s. At the same time, we see from 
1981 onwards a clear movement on the sec-
ond axis towards the pillarised parties. Thus, 
language parties as emanation of the centre-

periphery cleavage that became important in 
the 1960s lost partly their appeal, together with 
the remainders of the communists. This was 
due to the fact that the classic parties started 
to claim this centre-periphery cleavage. In 
other words, the classic parties introduced the 
cleavage into their ideology, and also mobi-
lized on that basis. Thus, we see a movement 
of the electoral cantons into the classic pillar-
ised parties. This movement stops in 1987, 
and the cantons return to the not-pillarised 
parties. In the middle of the 1980s there came 
new parties into being, which positioned them-
selves around new cleavages: the green par-
ties and extreme-right. Subsequently, the 
Brussels electoral cantons quickly moved to 
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these new parties and left once again the clas-
sic parties. Which cleavage this new parties 
express is still subject of discussion. Also, it is 
not clear whether these two parties are situ-
ated on the opposite side of the same cleav-
age, or are expressions of two new cleavages. 
(see e.g. Des chouwer, 1987; Swyngedouw, 
1994; Billiet & Swyngedouw, 1995). It is not 
clear either whether the classic parties will 

succeed in introducing successfully this new 
cleavage(s) into their party ideology and can 
mobilize successfully on this basis. During the 
most recent parliamentary elections in 2003, 
the Flemish socialist party seems to have suc-
cessfully absorbed the electorate of the green 
party. Still, the classic parties don’ t have hold 
(yet) over the extreme-right. 

 
 
Figure 5. Evolution of 5 electoral cantons in the centre of the Brussels urban region on the first two 
dimensions of the correspondence analysis : Brussels (a), Sint-Jans-Molenbeek (b), Anderlecht (c), 
Schaarbeek (d) and Sint-Gillis (e) 
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Map 2. The electoral cantons of the former province of Brabant 

 
 
The figure is very different when we follow 

5 cantons in the Flemish suburban fringe of the 
Brussels urban region (map 2, figure 6).  In 
general, we also see a movement towards the 
‘new issue’ parties, but without a reversal in 
the mid-1980s. At the same time we see a 
more gradual de-pillarisation: historically the 
pillarised parties were stronger in this area. 
However, the de-pillarisation as well as the 
movement towards the new parties goes less 
far than the same developments in the central 
cantons of the Brussels urban region. This 
difference would be even more apparent when 
we would look at electoral cantons in the east 
of the province, which lie further away from 
Brussels. If we had token electoral cantons of 
the Walloon region, the results would be slight-
ly different because of the different party politi-
cal path of the two language regions (see hig-
her). 

Thus, this analysis shows that recently new 
political parties have emerged which, after the 
recuperation of the centre-periphery cleavage 
by the classic parties, again endanger the po-

wer basis of these (once) pillarised parties. 
The cleavages of which the new parties are 
the expression manifest themselves not with 
the same strength in the different localities. 
The shifts are most im portant in the central city 
– where most political movements have their 
origin (Agnew, 1996). In the suburban fringe, 
the movements are less pronounced, but slow-
ly manifest themselves too. This could indicate 
that city and suburban fringe will end at the 
same point.  

However, the third axis shows that this will 
not be the case. It is a clear left-right axis (fig-
ure 4). The pole on the right is mainly deter-
mined by the extreme-right and the christian-
democrats, the left one by social-democrats, 
extreme-left and ecologists. Figure 7 and fig-
ure 8 show this axis together with the first one, 
respectively for the five central cantons and 
the five cantons in the suburban fringe. The 
former start and end on the left, the latter on 
the right. This opposition is a constant, and 
even slightly strengthens. The liberals are situ-
ated central on this axis, and therefore the 
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recent phenomenon of suburban liberalism 
does not manifest itself in this axis (see Pass-
chier & Vanderwusten, 1990; Kesteloot & De 
Maesschalck, 2001). The reason for this is that 

the liberal tradition of some municipalities in 
the Brussels Capital Region is still quite strong. 
 

 
Figure 6. Evolution of 5 electoral cantons in the outskirts of the Brussels urban region on the first two 
dimensions of the correspondence analysis : Vilvoorde (1), Meise (2), Asse (3), Lennik (4) and Halle (5) 
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Figure 7. Evolution of 5 electoral cantons in the centre of the Brussels urban region on the first and the 
third dimensions of the correspondence analysis : Brussels (a), Sint-Jans -Molenbeek (b), Anderlecht 
(c), Schaarbeek (d) and Sint-Gillis (e) 
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This opposition is related to the socio-
spatial structure of the urban region and many 
years’ political mobilizations on the local level. 
The Brussels urban region is  socio-spatially 
strongly differentiated. This is a result of the 
income selective suburbanisation which star-
ted in the post World War II period and was the 
consequence of economic growth during the 
fourth kondratieff-cycle, characterized by mass 
consumption, and strategic policy of the catho-
lic party to keep people out of the cities. This 

resulted in a socio -economic opposition b e-
tween poor city and rich suburban fringe; a 
situation which was consolidated during the 
crisis in the 1970s and 1980s. The central mu-
nicipalities are now among the poorest of the 
country (Kesteloot, 1996; Kesteloot et al, 
2002), those in the banlieue among the richest. 
On the level of neighbourhoods, this contrast is 
even more pronounced. This process coin-
cides with many years’ political presence and 
mobilization on the local level of socialists in 
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the central municipalities and catholics in the 
suburban fringe. The green parties, ideologi-
cally closer to socialist parties, find a good 
breeding ground in the central city; the Vlaams 
Blok, Flanders’ extreme-right party, in the his-
torically catholic fringe. This party takes advan-

tage of the fear of the city that was created by 
the catholic anti-urban policy, together with the 
linguistic conflicts, which are still important in 
the municipalities around the Brussels Capital 
Region.6 
 

 
Figure 8. Evolution of 5 electoral cantons in the outskirts of the Brussels urban region on the first and 
the third dimensions of the correspondence analysis : Vilvoorde (1), Meise (2), Asse (3), Lennik (4) and 
Halle (5) 
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4. The opposition between city and 
suburban fringes as an obstacle for 
urban development 

 
This opposition between city and suburban 

fringe is very relevant for the research on ur-

ban policy and politics. In a first part of this 
section, starting from the literature about 
growth coalitions, the consequences for urban 
politics are elaborated. A second part focuses 
on the impact of institutional boundaries on this 
opposition and concludes with a suggestion for 
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further research. A last part discusses the in-
ternational relevance of our findings. 

4.1 Growth coalitions and the electoral opposi-
tion between city and suburban fringe 

 
In the literature on the future of cities, the 

necessity of the formation of an urban growth 
coalition to be able to compete in the present 
intercity competition is frequently stressed, 
also in the Brussels context (Swyngedouw & 
Baeten, 2001; De Rynck, 2003). The idea of a 
growth coalition is rooted in elite theory (Hard-
ing, 1995) and goes back to the seminal work 
of Logan & Molotch (1987). Essential in the 
work of Logan and Molotch is the ability of 
economic elites to set up a hegemonic project 
for the city, and to involve in the project the 
political dimension. As such, a growth coalition 
can be formed, which can be able to compete 
in the intercity competition. Some work on 
growth coalitions however, seems not to start 
from economic elites, but from government 
institutions and private organizations beyond 
the economic sphere (e.g. De Rynck, 2003). 
Therefore, these studies seem more related to 
regime theory, which states that ‘the essence 
of the regime approach to politics is not to i-
dentify an elite partnership of governmental 
and non-governmental actors, but rather to 
explore the conditions for such a partnership to 
be created and maintained. The underlying 
issue is the extent to which a regime achieves 
a sustained capacity to act and influence de-
velopments in key policy areas.” (Stoker, 1995) 
Le Galès (1998a) goes beyond this distinction 
and states: “Whether one adopts the terminol-
ogy of urban political regimes, growth coali-
tions, ‘institutional thickness’, or the more so-
ciological language of localities and govern-
ance, it remains the case that certain cities are 
characterized by stability of arrangements be-
tween social groups and institutions, by their 
model of development, capacity to integrate 
different local and external interest in a collec-
tive strategy, and capacity to represent these 
outside.”   

In each of these approaches, the oppos i-
tion between two vital parts of the urban soci-
ety seems problematic to come to a collective 
strategy. In particular, central city and subur-
ban fringe have another political view, the most 
on the city itself. Although it has been argued 
correctly that the political parties in Belgium on 
the level of the party manifestoes as well as in 
the perception of the voter converge on the 
political centre (Swyngedouw, 1994), parties in 
the city and in the fringe have another view on 
the city. Political parties in the fringe defend a 
non- or even anti-urban stance. This is very 
clear in the case of the extreme-right party 
Vlaams Blok, and this anti-urban view finds a 
good breeding ground in Flanders, just b e-
cause of the many years’ efforts of the catholic 
party to keep people out of the city (Kesteloot 
& De Maesschalck, 2001). Anti-urbanism, 
which associates the city with degeneration, 
disease and danger, does not only exist in 
Belgium, but also in the UK and the US (Silver, 
1996). In the US, urban policy is even con-
ceived to remove people out of the cities hop-
ing on more positive socialization processes 
(Galster et al., 1998). Beauregard (1993) how-
ever states that suburban people have an am-
biguous view on the city, as they also know 
that the social problems in the city safeguard 
the suburban zone against these problems. 
This would imply a more conscious distancing 
strategy in the suburbs, which certainly plays a 
role in suburban liberalism. The (French 
speaking) socialists and greens on the con-
trary are traditionally defenders of the urban 
interests, although the greens also have to 
satisfy a suburban electorate (De Maesschalck 
& Loopmans, 2003).  

The changing composition of the electorate 
certainly will have a strengthening impact on 
this opposition. Since the sixties, the central 
municipalities of the Brussels urban region 
have been holding a lot of labour migrants, 
which literally filled the free spaces in the la-
bour and housing market that became avail-
able after suburbanisation. The relaxed natu-
ralization laws that were introduced in the eigh-
ties and nineties have resulted in a strongly 
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growing group of naturalized people, especially 
of non-EU origin.7 These new Belgians are 
entitled to vote on all levels, contrary to non-
EU foreigners who only this year received vot-
ing rights on the local level, yet through a 
complicated procedure.  People of EU-
nationality are already longer entitled to vote 
on the local level, but hardly use this right (Ja-
cobs & Swyngedouw, 2003). This has clear 
consequences for who gets elected. At the last 
municipal elections in the Brussels Capital 
Region, 90 out of 652 persons were of non-EU 
origin. In some municipalities, the success of 
these politicians has almost lead to a ‘mirror 
representation’ of inhabitants of non-EU origin 
(Belgians or not). The point is that these repre-
sentatives are in overwhelming majority of 
social-democratic or green colour (Jacobs et 
al., 2003): on average more than 80% at the 
last two municipal and regional elections.8  

4.2 Institutional boundaries as a strengthening 
factor in the city-fringe opposition  

 
Institutional boundaries have an important 

impact on the construction of this opposition 
between city and suburban fringe. Municipali-
ties, certainly when they have relatively exten-
sive powers, are seen as an important instru-
ment of political socialization and mobilization. 
When a political party is in power on the local 
level, it has the possibility to mobilise the in-
habitants in favour of the party through local 
policymaking. In the Brussels urban region, the 
different party political presence in city and 
fringe has a long tradition (Mabille, 2003), and 
is still clearly present as we look at the party 
that provides the present mayor (map 3). In the 
centre mainly parties of the left are in power, in 
the fringe mainly parties of the right. 

 
 
Map 3. Party of present mayor in the Brussels Urban Region 
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Because of this importance of local power, 
the localisation of municipal boundaries and 
the extent of municipal powers are the result of 
strategies of and conflicts between political 
parties. Insti tutional boundaries are indeed 
socially constructed scales. The socialist party, 
traditionally strong in the city, as well as the 
catholic party, traditionally strong in the fringe, 
had an interest in strengthening their position 
on the municipal level: Since the introduction 
of universal suffrage for men in 1919 both ran 
the risk of losing power on the level of the cen-
tral state under the above mentioned electoral 
power balance. The result was ‘frozen’ munici-
pal boundaries and fiscal decentralization. In 
this way, they still had scope for policymaking 
for their own electorates on the local level. 
Moreover, both tried to strengthen their territo-
rial base by means of housing policy and terri-
torial strategies. The catholics were clearly the 
winners of this strategy: precisely on this point, 
the catholics were in the advantage, because 
they had at their disposal cheap building loca-
tions on their ‘own’ municipal territories: a cru-
cial political power resource (Terhorst & van de 
Ven, 1999; 2001). 

Institutional boundaries also have a more 
direct impact on urban policy and politics. Sin-
ce municipalities in an urban region have very 
different socio-economic profiles, problems of 
distribution of costs and burdens among them 
are coming up, especially when municipalities 
have an important fiscal autonomy.9 This issue 
is very relevant in Belgium, and especially in 
the Brussels urban region, because the con-
solidation of municipalities in 1977 did not ap-
ply to the municipalities of the present Brussels 
Capital Region. There is thus a significant 
fragmentation in combination with an important 
municipal autonomy. As a consequence of the 
latter, local taxes are the main source of in-
come for the municipalities. More than one 
third of these taxes is made up of income tax 
(De Brabander, 1996; Dexia, 2003). The most 
central municipalities of the Brussels Capital 
Region are among the poorest of Belgium, and 
for many years they have been losing people 
to the (Flemish) fringe through suburbanis a-

tion. Especially the richest people have left, 
who are in the Belgian progressive tax system 
very important for the fiscal base. The munici-
palities of the Brussels Urban Region would 
have collected 48 % more income taxes if their 
fiscal base and population number had re-
mained the same between 1980 and 1999 
(Ashworth et al., 2003). The fact that a lot of 
suburban municipalities are situated beyond 
the Brussels Capital Region worsens the prob-
lem, since the main redistribution mechanism 
between municipalities, the so-called munici-
pality fund, is a regional policy matter. 

This situation brings about a competition 
for the richer inhabitant between municipalities. 
The opposite is true for poor people. This 
competition exists on the level of the urban 
region and, as a consequence of the socio-
spatial structure of the Brussels Urban Region, 
accentuates the opposition between city and 
fringe. This does not only apply to Brussels, 
but also to other Belgian (De Maesschalck & 
Loopmans, 2002) and European urban re-
gions, even in rather centralized countries like 
the Netherlands. Very recently, the city council 
of Rotterdam proposed to refuse people to 
move into the city with an income lower than 
120 % of the minimum wage. A member of the 
Rotterdam city council stated it very explicit: 
“Now the surrounding municipalities have to 
house them” (De Morgen, 02/12/03) 

More in general, these central city strate-
gies to attract richer inhabitants can be con-
sidered as part of the intercity competition in 
the new phase of economic development, in 
particular to create a positive image in order to 
attract economic activities. By definition, city 
selling needs to emphasise the positive ele-
ments of a city’s image (Paddison, 1993), and 
‘since liveable cities will become an increas-
ingly important asset of modern consumption 
and service and culture oriented cities’ (Mus-
terd & Ostendorf, 2003) –using a phrase in-
tended as an argument for strengthening the 
welfare state- displacement of poor people is a 
possible strategy. Indeed, following Macleod 
(2002), displacement of poor people is an in-
herent part of the new entrepreneurial city, 
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next to other repressive elements. Smith 
(2002) states that ‘gentrification had evolved 
by the 1990s into a crucial urban strategy for 
city governments in consort with private capital 
in cities around the world’, and even argues 
that ‘(…) real-estate development becomes a 
centrepiece of the city’s productive economy, 
an end in itself, justified by appeals to jobs, 
taxes and tourism. In ways that could hardly 
have been envisaged in the 1960s, the con-
struction of new gentrification complexes in 
central cities across the world has become an 
increasingly unassailable capital accumulation 
strategy for competing urban economies.’ 

When we accept these arguments, the 
question arises whether such a policy in the 
central city can be in the interest of their pre-
sent inhabitants, or in other words whether 
such a politics of power can be congruent with 
the politics of support. It is a fact that gentrifi-
cation produces forced displacement of the 
present inhabitants through the price mecha-
nism of the housing market, which is apparent 
in the Brussels Capital Region too (Van Criek-
ingen, 2001). However, within the limits that 
the politics of power imposes, parties will have 
to pursue a social policy that corresponds to 
their mobilisations, certainly on the local level. 
On this level, political elites come into contact 
with their voters (Le Galès, 1998a), and the 
specific consequences of their policy are more 
directly perceptible. Yet a policy promoting 
gentrification can also have advantages for the 
present inhabitants of the city. New inhabitants 
with a high income can make possible more 
(social) investments. At the same time, gentri-
fication seems to bring a disproportional high 
number of people to the city with a centre-left 
profile (Hamnett, 2000), and as a consequence 
the established parties do not see this neces-
sarily as damaging their power base. More 
research is necessary to get insight on how 
local politicians (can) combine the attraction of 
richer people with their politics of support. 

4.3 Towards international comparisons 

 
In summary, the electoral-political structure 

of the Brussels urban region is such that the 
development of a common project for the city 
region is not very likely. Such a split between 
city and the rest of the urban region is not nec-
essary restrained to urban regions with a so-
cio-spatial structure like that of Brussels. In 
their article “city versus metropolis: the north-
ern league in the Milan metropolitan Area”, 
Agnew et al. (2003) observe an increasing 
political cleavage between the city of Milan and 
its hinterland, with the northern league colonis-
ing much of the hinterland and more national- 
and class-oriented parties dominating the city. 
They argue that Milan is now divided politically 
from its hinterland as it has never been before 
in post-World War II Italian electoral history. 
This divergence between city and hinterland is 
in large part accounted for by their distinctive 
economic trajectories. In other words, the r e-
cent political experience of Milan and its region 
suggests that cities and their hinterlands can 
follow very different electoral-political trajecto-
ries when economic and social conditions 
change dramatically such has happened in 
northern Italy, and elsewhere in Europe, over 
the past twenty years. The city is now a cos-
mopolitan environment, and is a node in an 
international network of cities. Its traditional 
hinterland, on the other hand, is increasingly 
disconnected and is now made up of small 
businesses. It is a conglomeration of local e-
conomies less integrated than during the ur-
ban-industrial age but still occupying contigu-
ous space. This produces support for the nor-
thern league, which appeals to the values and 
the worries of the small business owner in an 
increasingly globalised economy to which the 
small business owner is increasingly beholden. 
This has a spillover effect into the entire local 
community as fear of the effects of globalis a-
tion leads to a retreat into an identification with 
the provincial. They state also that the distinc-
tive political-economic trajectories of localities 
within the Milan city-region suggest difficulties 
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in readily arriving at a city-regional model of 
governance for services and development in 
the region as a whole.  

Agnew et al. observe that in the city of Mi-
lan the Northern League is faced with a major 
dilemma. To succeed as a party representing 
northern Italy it needs to succeed in Milan, the 
North’s main city, yet its likelihood of succeed-
ing in Milan is limited by the increasing eco-
nomic and political divergence between Milan 
and its hinterland when its rhetoric has in-
creasingly favoured the latter. Either the rheto-
ric and goals of the League must change (once 
more) or it must write of the city of Milan as a 
lost cause. Where the Vlaams Blok does not 
succeed in mobilising the whole city region of 
Brussels (although it succeeded in urban r e-
gions in Flanders), the Northern League did 
not in Milan.  

Further research on similarities and differ-
ences between the two urban regions can yield 
interesting results. Politically, Belgium and Italy 
have important similarities. For example, De 
Winter et al. (1996) argue that “Our empirical 
analyses have clearly demonstrated that Italy 
and Belgium constitute quite similar political 
systems on a wide range of indicators that 
operationalise core features, facilitators and 
consequences of the type labelled partitoc-
racy”. Though Italy has experienced dramatic 
changes in its party system in the 1990s (see 
Shin & Agnew, 2002), Deschouwer (1997) 
states that a similar change in the Belgian con-
text is not unthinkable. Belgium and Italy both 
have strong regional differences in party politi-
cal character (Lane & Ersson, 1999; Shin, 
2001b), and the north of Italy and Flanders 
were both strongholds of the christian-
democracy. (Dogan, 1967; de Smet & Eva-
lenko, 1956). The extreme-right, in the shape 
of the Lega Nord, is very well embedded in the 
north of Italy (see Agnew, 2000; Diamanti, 
2002), such as the Vlaams Blok is very well 
embedded in Flanders (De Maesschalck, 
2000). Both are very rich regions on the Euro-
pean level. At the same time, the socio-spatial 
structure of the urban regions of Milan and 
Brussels is completely different, though they 

both have an industrial past. In Brussels, there 
is a very poor centre and a richer fringe, while 
in Milan the opposite is true. Although the dif-
ferences are not that pronounced in Milan, 
“(we) can assume that geographical mobility 
within the city is reinforcing upwards social 
mobility in the centre while the periphery risks 
an on-going process of marginalisation and 
impoverishment” (Andreotti et al., 2000). This 
combination of a similar historical political 
structure with a different socio-spatial structure 
of the city region makes a further comparison 
very tempting. 
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Endnotes 
 
1. Of course, other frameworks are developed 
that deal with the simultaneous influences on 
several geographic scales on electoral geog-
raphies. Agnew (1996) proposed such a multi-
scalar concept of context. To avoid the danger 
of a merely contextual analysis of individual 
localities and national states, it seems more 
accurate to use the more systematic fram e-
work of cleavage formation, since clearly the 
same societal conflicts exist and come up in 
the core countries of the world economy. 
 
2. A number of municipalities in the northeast 
of the former province of Brabant are situated 
outside the Brussels sphere of influence. This 
is mainly due to the presence of the urban 
region of the regional city of Leuven. 

 
3. The data set, with electoral figures from 
1919 until 1999, has various sources. These 
include: De Smet, E. & Evalenko, R. (1956), 
«Les élections belges. Explication de la répar-
tition géographique des suffrages.», Brussels: 
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ULB; De Bruyn, S. (1979), “25 jaar Parle-
mentsverkiezing”, unpublished (3 volumes) 
and the database of the free university of 
Brussels (VUB), also available online 
(http://www.vub.ac.be/belgianelections/). 
 
4. The first kondratieff-cycle did not manifest 
itself in Belgium. The start of the second one 
coincides with the beginning of the industrial 
revolution in Belgium. The third one lasts from 
the turn of the century until World War II, and 
the fourth one lasts until the 1980s. They are 
based each time on another technological in-
novation: railways, steel industry and heavy 
metal construction during the second one; 
electricity, chemistry and the explosion motor 
during the third one; electronics and nuclear 
energy during the fourth one (Vandermotten, 
1990). 
 
5. The spatial boundaries of these electoral 
cantons were altered too after 1993 as they 
crossed the borders of the regions, of which 
the parliaments had to be directly elected from 
that year onwards. Thus, the electoral results 
after 1994 will not refer to exactly the same 
areas, but the spatial changes are relatively 
small. 
 
6. In Flemish cities the extreme-right Vlaams 
Blok is stronger in the central city than in the 
fringe, even though the electoral contrast is 
decreasing. This strong presence in the central 
city has its origin in the same impoveris hment 
of the central city neighborhoods. In particular 
the populist anti-immigrant discourse of the 
Vlaams Blok has boosted the scapegoat 
analyses of these problems by the autochtho-
nous people in the city. In Brussels however, 
the French speaking electorate is in a large 
majority, and is not attracted to the Vlaams 
Blok because of the Flemish nationalistic dis-
course of the party. At the same time, the 
French speaking extreme right is not very well 
organized. 
 
7. This does not mean that the number of for-
eigners in the Brussels Capital Region de-

creases. However, people of non-EU national-
ity are partly replaced by people of EU-
nationality. 
 
8. The exact figures are: respectively 86 % en 
80 % in the municipal elections in 1994 and 
2000; 78 % en 83 % in the regional elections in 
1995 and 1999. 
 
9. The debate on municipal boundaries and 
urban regions is classically focused around the 
two mentioned dimensions: voting behavior, 
political mobilization and democratic control on 
the one hand, tasks and burdens on the other. 
With regard to the former, there is mostly ar-
gued for small units, because on the level of 
the urban region a suburban majority mostly 
subordinates the central city population 
(Keating, 1995). With regard to the latter, there 
is mostly argued for big units in the light of 
fiscal justice. This is just as much the case for 
the Brussels urban region (Kesteloot, 2003). 
For an overview of possible solutions for this 
dilemma in the Brussels context, see 
Deschouwer & Van der Schoot, 2003. 

26 



 
 

Research and Training Network Urban Europe 

References 
 

Agnew, J. (1996) Mapping politics: how con-
text counts in electoral geography. Political 
Geography, 15 (2): 129-146. 
 
Agnew, J. (1997) The dramaturgy of horizons: 
geographical scale in the ‘Reconstruction of 
Italy’ by the new Italian political parties, 1992-
95. Political Geography, 16 (2): 99-121. 
 
Agnew, J. (2000) The road to Padania: the 
Northern League and Italian Regionalism. In-
ernational Journal of Urban and Regional Re-
search, 24 (1): 227-230. 
 
Agnew, J., Shin, M. and Bettoni G. (2003) City 
versus Metropolis: The Northern League in the 
Milan Metropolitan Area. International Journal 
of Urban and Regional Research, 26 (2): 266-
283. 
 
Andreotti, A, Benassi, D., Bernasconi, M., Car-
bone, D., Costaiola, R., de Filippo, E., Formis-
ano, C., Kazepov, Y., Morlicchio, E., Sabati-
nelli, S. & Vitello, M. (2000) Comparative Sta-
tistical Analysis at national, metropolitan, local 
and neighbourhood level. Italy: Milan and 
Naples. AME, Amsterdam  
 
Ashworth J., Geys, B. and Heyndels, B. (2003) 
Income tax base evolution in Brussels 1980-
1999: the budgetary value of the rich. In: Witte, 
E., Alen, A., Dumont, H., Vandernoot, P. and 
De Groof, R. (eds.) De Brusselse negentien 
gemeenten en het Brussels model. Larcier, 
Brussels. 
 
Bagnasco, A. and Le Galès, P. (1998) Euro-
pean cities: local societies and collective ac-
tors? In: Idd. (eds.) Cities in Contemporary 
Europe”, University Press, Cambridge. 
 
Beauregard, R.A. (1993) Representing Urban 
Decline. Postwar Cities as Narrative Objects. 
Urban Affairs Quarterly, 29 (2): 187-202. 
 

Billiet, J. and Swyngedouw, M. (1995) De keu-
ze tussen groen en extreem rechts in Vlaande-
ren: sporen van een nieuwe breuklijn. ISPO 
Bulletin, 16. 
 
Buelens, J. and Deschouwer, K. (1997) De 
gemeenten en de lokale politiek in het Brus-
sels Hoofdstedelijk Gewest. Res Publica,  1: 
89-99. 
 
De Brabander, G., Vervoort, L. and Witlox, F. 
(1996) Metropolis. Over mensen, steden en 
centen. Kritak, Antwerpen 
 
De Leeuw, J., Heiser, W., Meulman, J. and 
Critchley, F. (1986) Multidimensional Data 
Analysis. DSWO Press, Leiden 
 
De Maesschalck, F. (2000) Electorale geogra-
fie van het Vlaams Blok. De Ruimtelijke evo-
lutie van de verkiezingsuitslagen van 1981 tot 
en met 1995. De Aardrijk skunde, 24 (1-2), pp. 
21-36. 
 
De Maesschalck, F. and Loopmans, M. (2002) 
Herverdeling van middelen en mensen. Rooi-
lijn, 3: 120-125. 
 
De Maesschalck, F. (2003) Verkiezingsresul-
taten en ruimte. De electorale geografie van 
België als  wetenschappelijk studieobject. Bel-
gisch tijdschrift voor Filologie en Geschiedenis, 
81 (2): 447-453. 
 
De Maesschalck, F. and Loopmans, M. (2003) 
Electoral geography and manifestoes of new 
‘urban’ parties from 1977-1999: how urban are 
they really? Belgeo, 3: 329-342.  
 
De Morgen (2003) Het water staat ons aan de 
lippen. Rotterdam presenteert omstreden ac-
tieplan tegen de armoede. De Morgen,  De-
cember 2nd. 
 
Denayer, W. and Saey, P. (2001) Stedelijke 
‘governance’ en ruimtelijke herschalingen. 
AGORA, 17 (1): 21-23. 

27 



 

Filip De Maesschalck, The Impact of Electoral Geography on Urban Politics  

De Rynck, F. (ed.) (2003) Witboek steden-
beleid. Vlaamse Gemeenschap, Brussels.  
 
Deschouwer, K. (1987) Politieke partijen in 
België. Kluwer, Antwerpen. 
 
Deschouwer, K. (1996) Waiting for “the big 
one”: the uncertain survival of the Belgian par-
ties and party system(s). Res Publica, 2: 295-
306. 
 
Deschouwer, K. and Van der Schoot, W. 
(2003) De Bestuurlijke organisatie van Brussel 
in een comparatief perspectief: tussen central-
isering en decentralisering. In: Witte, E., Alen, 
A., Dumont, H., Vandernoot, P. and De Groof, 
R. De Brusselse negentien gemeenten en het 
Brussels model. Larcier Brussels. 
 
De Smet; E. and Evalenko, R. (1956), Les 
élections belges. Explication de la répartition 
géographique des suffrages. ULB, Bruxelles. 
 
Dewachter, W. (1994) Gestalten van Gemeen-
teraadsverkiezingen en de samenvoeging der 
gemeenten. Pro Civitate. Historische Uitgaven 
Reeks in-8, 87: 465-489. 
 
De Winter, L., Della Porta, D. and Deschou-
wer, K. (1996), Comparing similar Countries: 
Italy and Belgium . Res Publica, 2: 215-235. 
 
Dexia bank (2003) De financiën van de lokale 
overheden in 2002 . 
http://www.dexia.be/docs/public/Finance_NL_2
003.pdf  
 
Diamanti, I. (2002) Electeurs et partis en Italie: 
Un jeu ouvert. Pouvoirs, 103: 45-64. 
 
Dogan, M. (1967) Political Cleavage and So-
cial Straficiation in France and Italy. In Lipset, 
M. and Rokkan, S. (eds .) Party Systems and 
Voter Alignments: Cross-National Perspec-
tives. Collier-Macmillan Ltd, London. 
 

Dowding, K. (2001) Explaining Urban Re-
gimes . International Journal for Urban and 
Regional Research, 25 (1): 7-19. 
 

Dutta Dikshit, R. (1997) The World Systems 
Theory of Elections and the Crucial Case of 
Liberal Democracy in India. In: Dutta Dikshit, 
R. (ed.) Developments in Political Geography. 
A Century of Progress. Sage Publications, 
New Delhi/Thousand Oaks/London. 
 
Flint, C. (2001) A TimeSpace for electoral ge-
ography: economic restructuring, political a-
gency and the rise of the Nazi party. Political 
Geography 20: 301-329. 
 
Galster, G. and Zobel, A. (1998) Will Dis-
persed Housing Programmes Reduce Social 
Problems in the US? Housing Studies, 13 (5): 
605-622. 
 
Geddes, M (2000) Tackling social exclusion in 
the European Union? The limits to the new 
orthodoxy in local partnership. International 
Journal of Urban and Regional Research, 24 
(4): 782-800. 
 

Geddes, M. and Le Galès, P. (2001) Local 
Partnerships, welfare regimes and local gov-
ernance. In: Geddes, M. and Benington, J. 
(eds.) Local partnerships and social exclusion 
in the European Union. New forms of local 
social governance? Routledge, London/New 
York. 
 
Greenacre, M.J. (1984) Theory and Applica-
tions of Correspondence Analysis. Academic 
Press, London. 
 
Greenacre, M. and Blasius, J. (1994) Corre-
spondence analysis in the social sciences: 
recent developments and applications. Aca-
demic Press, New York. 
 
Hamnett, C. (2000), Gentrification, postindus-
trialism, and industrial and occupational re-
structuring Global Cities . In: Bridge, G. and  

28 



 
 

Research and Training Network Urban Europe 

Watson, S (eds.) A Companion to the City. 
Blackwell, Oxford. 
 

Harding, A. (1995) Elite theory and Growth 
Machines . In: Judge, D., Stoker, G. and Wol-
man, H. (eds.) Theories of urban policies. 
Sage Publications , London. 
 

Häussermann, H. and Haila, A. (2004) The 
European City. A conceptual framework and 
normative project. In: Kazepov, Y (ed.) Cities 
of Europe. Blackwell, Oxford. 
 

Healey, P., Cars, G., Madanipour, A. and de 
Magalh?es, C. (2002), Transforming Govern-
ance, Institutionalist Analysis and Institutional 
Capacity. In: Cars, G., Healey, P., Madanipour, 
A. and de Magalh?es, C. (eds.) Urban Gov-
ernance, Institutional Capacity and Social Mi-
lieux. Ashgate, Aldershot. 

 
Jacobs, D., Martiniello, M. and Rea, A. (2003) 
Changing Patterns of Political Participation of 
Citizens of Immigrant Origin in the Brussels 
Capital Region: The October 2000 Elections. 
Journal of International Migration and Integra-
tion, 3 (2): 201-221. 
 
Jacobs, D. and Swyngedouw, M. (2003) Poli-
tieke participatie en zelforganisatie van alloch-
tonen in de Brusselse gemeenten. Een verk-
enning. In: Witte, E., Alen, A., Dumont, H., 
Vandernoot, P. and De Groof, R. (eds.) De 
Brusselse negentien gemeenten en het Brus-
sels model. Larcier, Brussels . 
 
Jessop, B. (1999) The Changing Governance 
of Welfare: Recent Trends in its Primary Func-
tions, Scale, and Modes of Coordination. So-
cial Policy and Administration, 33 (4): 348-359. 
 
Johnston, R.J. (1990) Lipset en Rokkan revis-
ited: electoral cleavages, electoral geography, 
and electoral strategy in Great Britain. In: 
Johnston, R. J., Shelley, F.M. and Taylor, P.J. 
Developments in electoral geography. 
Routledge, London. 

 
Keating, M. (1995) Size, Efficiency and De-
mocracy: Consolidation, Fragmentation and 
Public Choice. In: Judge, D., Stoker, G. and 
Wolman, H. (eds .) Theories of urban policies. 
Sage Publications , London. 
 
Kesteloot, C. (1996) Atlas van achtergestelde 
buurten in Vlaanderen en Brussel. Ministerie 
van de Vlaamse Gemeenschap, Brussels . 
 
Kesteloot, C. and De Maesschalck, F. (2001) 
Anti-urbanism in Flanders: the political and 
social consequences of a spatial class struggle 
strategy. Belgeo, 1-2: 41-62. 

Kesteloot, C., De Turck, A., Vandermotten, C., 
Marissal, P. and Van Hamme, G. (2002) Struc-
tures sociales et quartiers en difficulté dans les 
régions urbaines belges. Grootstedenbeleid, 
Brussels. 

 
Kesteloot, C. (2004) Urban socio-spatial con-
figurations and the future of European cities. 
In: Kazepov, Y (ed.) Cities of Europe. Black-
well, Oxford. 
 
Ysebaert, C. (ed.) (2003) Gemeentelijk Zak-
boekje: beleid. Kluwer, Diegem . 
 
Lane, J.E. and Ersson, S. (1999) Politics and 
society in Western Europe. Sage, London. 
 
Le Galès, P. (1998a), Regulations and Gov-
ernance in European Cities . International 
Journal of Urban and Regional Research, 22 
(3): 482-506. 
 
Le Galès, P. (1998b) Private-sector interests 
and urban governance. In: Bagnasco, A. and 
Le Galès, P. (eds.) Cities in Contemporary 
Europe. University Press, Cambridge. 
 
Lijphart, A. (1990) The cleavage model and 
electoral geography: a review. In: Johnston, R. 
J., Shelley, F.M. and Taylor, P.J. (eds.) Devel-
opments in electoral geography. Routledge, 
London. 

29 



 

Filip De Maesschalck, The Impact of Electoral Geography on Urban Politics  

Lipset, M. and Rokkan, S. (1967) Cleavage 
structures, party systems and voter align-
ments: An introduction. In: Lipset, M. and Rok-
kan, S. (eds.) Party Systems and Voter Align-
ments: Cross-National Perspectives. Collier-
Macmillan Ltd, London. 
  
Logan, J.R. and Molotch, H.L. (1987) Urban 
Fortunes. The political economy of place. Uni-
versity of California Press, Berkeley (CA). 

Loopmans, M. (2002), Mythe of realiteit. Pat-
rick Le Galès over herschaling, governance en 
de macht van het kapitaal. Ruimte en Plan-
ning, 3: 289-291. 
 
Loopmans, M., Uitermark, J. and De Maess-
chalck, F. (2002) Against all odds: politics of 
scale and the genesis of an urban policy in 
Flanders, Belgium . Belgeo, 3: 243-258. 
 
Mabille, X. (2003) Le profil électoral des com-
munes Bruxelloises . In: Witte, E., Alen, A., 
Dumont, H., Vandernoot, P. and De Groof, R. 
De Brusselse negentien gemeenten en het 
Brussels model. Larcier, Brussels . 
 
Macleod, G. (2002) From Urban Entrepreneu-
rialism to a “Revanchist City”? On the Spatial 
Injus tices of Glasgow’s Renaissance. Antip-
ode, 34 (3): 602-624. 

 
Martin, D., McCann, E. and Purcell, M. (2003) 
Space, scale, governance, and representation: 
contemporary geographical perspectives on 
urban politics and policy. Journal of Urban 
Affairs, 25 (2): 113-121. 
 
Mayer, M (2003) The onward sweep of social 
capital: causes and consequences for under-
standing cities, communities and urban move-
ments. International Journal of Urban and Re-
gional Research, 27 (1): 110-132. 
 
Ministerie van Binnenlandse Zaken (1977) 
Koninklijk besluit van 25 maart 1977 tot wi-
jziging: a) van de tabel tot samenstelling van 
de kieskantons; (b) van de tabel tot groepering 

van de kieskantons, aanwijzing van de district-
shoofdplaatsen en toewijzing van het aantal 
raadsleden aan ieder district. Belgisch Staats-
blad, 147/60: 3072-3094. 
 
Ministerie van Binnenlandse Zaken (1993) 
Bijzondere wet tot vervollediging van de feder-
ale staatsstructuur en tot aanvulling van de 
kieswetgeving met betrekking tot de Gewesten 
en de Gemeenschappen. Staatsblad, 163/143 
(tweede editie): 17051-17068. 
  
Musterd, S. and Ostendorf, W. (2004) Social 
exclusion, Segregation and Neighbourhood 
effects. In: Kazepov, Y (ed.) Cities of Europe . 
Blackwell, Oxford. 
 
Paddison, R. (1993) City Marketing, Image 
Reconstruction and Urban Regeneration. Ur-
ban Studies, 30 (2): 339-350. 
 
Passchier, N.P. and van der Wusten, H.H. 
(1990) The electoral geography of the Nether-
lands in the era of mass politics, 1888–1986. 
In: Johnston, R.J., Shelley, F.M. and Taylor, 
P.J. (eds.) Developments in electoral geogra-
phy. Routledge, London. 
 
Saey, P. (1998) Politieke geografie. RUG, 
Gent. 
 
Saey, P., Kesteloot, C. and Vandermotten, C. 
(1998) Unequal Economic Development at the 
Origin of the Federalization Process. In: De-
prez, K., Vos, L. (eds.) Nationalism in Belgium. 
Shifting identities, 1780-2000. Macmillan Press 
Ltd, London. 
 
Shelley, F.M. and Clark Archer, J. (1997) Po-
litical Sociology and Political Geography: A 
Quarter Century of Progress in Electoral Geog-
raphy. In: Dutta Dikshit, R. (ed.) (1997) Devel-
opments in Political Geography. A Century of 
Progress. Sage Publications , New Delhi / 
Thousand Oaks / London. 

 
Shin, M. (2001a) The politicization of place in 
Italy. Political Geography, 20: 331-352. 

30 



 
 

Research and Training Network Urban Europe 

 
Shin, M. (2001b) Whatever happened to Italy’s 
‘red peasant’? Geographic reflections upon la 
zona rossa. Belgeo, 1-2: 93-103. 
 
Shin, M. and Agnew, J. (2002) The geography 
of party replacement in Italy, 1987-1996. Politi-
cal Geography, 21: 221-242. 
 
Silver, H. (1996) Culture, Politics and National 
Discourses of the New urban Poverty. In: 
Mingione, E. Urban Poverty and the Under-
class. A reader. Blackwell, Oxford. 

Smith, N. (2002) New Globalism, New urban-
ism: Gentrification as Global Urban Strategy. 
Antipode, 34 (3): 427-450. 

 
Stoker, G. (1995) Regime theory and urban 
politics . In: Judge, D., Stoker, G. and Wolman, 
H. (edss) Theories of urban policies. Sage 
Publications , London. 
 
Swyngedouw, E. (1990) Limburg en de 
wereldeconomie: het Belgische Fordisme op 
zijn best. In: Mort-Subite Barsten in België, een 
geografie van de Belgische maatschappij . 
EPO, Brussels . 
 
Swyngedouw, E. and Baeten, G. (2001) Scal-
ing the city: The Political Economy of ‘Glocal’ 
Developments – Brussels’ Conundrum. Euro-
pean Planning Studies, 9 (7): 827-849. 
 
Swyngedouw, M. (1994) ”New Cleavages in 
Flemish-Belgian Politics – Testing Theoretical 
Models. ISPO Bulletin, 13. 
 
Taylor, P.J. (1984), Accumulation, legitimation 
and the electoral geographies within liberal 
democracy. In: Taylor P. and House, J. (eds.) 
Political geography: recent advances and fu-
ture directions. Croom Helm , London. 
 
Taylor, P.J. and Flint, C. (2000) Political Geog-
raphy, world economy, nation-state and local-
ity. Pearson Education Limited, Harlow.  

Terhorst, P. and Van de Ven, J. (1999) Stedeli-
jke Ontwikkelingspaden, Regimes en Eigen-
domsrechten: Brussel en Amsterdam Verge-
leken. Planologisch Nieuws, 19 (4): 342-366. 
 
Terhorst, P. and Van de Ven, J. (2001) Territo-
rialisation of the State and Urban Trajectories: 
Amsterdam and Brussels Compared. In: Di-
jkink, G. and Knippenberg, H. (eds.) The Terri-
torial Factor. Amsterdam: Political Geography 
in a Globalising World. Amsterdam University 
Press, Amsterdam .  
 
Van Berkel, R. and Møller, I.H. (2002), The con-
cept of activation. In: Van Berkel, R, and Møller, 
I.H. (eds.) Active social policies in the EU. In-
clusion through Participation? Policy Press, 
Bristol. 
 
Van Criekingen, M. (2001) La rénovation rési-
dentielle à Montreal et à Bruxelles. Dynam i-
ques, impacts sociaux et rôle des pouvoirs 
publics. Unpublished Ph.D. thesis (Université 
Libre de Bruxelles). 
 
Van der Haegen, H., Van Hecke, E. and 
Juchtmans, G. (1996) De Belgische stads-
gewesten 1991. Statistische studiën, 104. 
 
van der Heijden, P.G.M. (1987) Correspon-
dence Analysis of Longitudinal Categorical 
Analysis. DSWO Press, Leiden. 
 
Vandermotten, C. (1990) Tweehonderd jaar 
verschuivingen in de industriële geografie van 
België. In: Mort-Subite Barsten in België, een 
geografie van de Belgische maatschappij . 
EPO, Brussels . 
 
Vandermotten, C., Decroly, J.-M., Dessouroux, 
C. and Rouyet, Y. (2001) Permanences et 
ruptures dans la géographie électorale de la 
Belgique. Belgeo, 1-2: 7-39. 
 
Wolman, H., Strate, J. and Melchior, A. (1996) 
Does Changing Mayors Matter? The Journal of 
Politics, 58 (1): 201-223. 

31 


