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Hello everybody!  
As there have recently been a lot of messages going around within the RTN-UrbEurope 
group, this is an RTN-UrbEurope newsletter that aims at collecting recent news in one single 
document.  
Enjoy the reading! 
 
 
SUMMARY 

 
 Thematic working groups 
 Upcoming conferences and workshops 
 Recent PhD conferrals of RTN-UrbEurope fellows 
 Vacancies 
 Others 

 
******************************************************************************* 
 
THEMATIC WORKING GROUPS 
 
Some clarifications about the RTN-
UrbEurope subgroups. 
 
As you know the RTN UrbEurope project has 
3 main lines of research:  

1. The analysis of how global changes 
and local impacts are conceptualised 
in theories and through which methods 
they are investigated;  

2. The analysis of how changes impacted 
on the built environment 
(gentrification, sub-urbanization and 
segregation);  

3. The analysis of how the changes 
impacted on the role of local social 
policies and governance.  

 
As these issues are quite broad, at this point in 
the project, we have identified the following 
main themes the young researchers 
worked/are working on:  

a) Neighbouring effects-segregation;  
b) Housing and land;  
c) Cultural cities; 
d) Local welfare;  
e) Poverty and social exclusion;  
f) Middle Class;  
g) Urban Policies 

What is the aim of the groups? 
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1) Each group will revise the literature 
on the recent and on going research on 
its specific issue.  
We expect a sort of paper (not very 
long) with a discussion of the 
literature and the main questions 
arising from it. The timings will be 
discussed with the coordinator of each 
group. 

2) Each group will frame the results of its 
issue within this literature explaining 
the progress that has been achieved in 
this area by the RTN-UrbEurope 
young researchers projects.  

 
Each group has one or more coordinators.  
On the basis of the research proposals all the 
young researchers have been allocated to one 
of the sub-groups, as shown in the following 
table. 
We expect the members of the subgroups to 
work together in a very close way.  
You will be contacted soon by the 
coordinator(s) of the subgroup. These 
subgroups are not strictly linked to the RTN-
UrbEurope conference in Paris.  
 
 

 
 

RTN YOUNG RESEARCHERS 
BY MAIN AREA OF ACTIVITY E-MAIL 

 
a) Neighbouring effects-segregation (Musterd, Ostendorf); 

Timo Kauppinen timo.kauppinen@helsinki.fi 
María José Álvarez Rivadulla maa7@pitt.edu 
Kathleen Noreisch kathleen.noreisch@kcl.ac.uk 
Giulia Sinatti giulia.sinatti@unimib.it 
Fenne Pinkster fenne@rigo.nl 
 

b) Housing and land (Haila); 
Francesca Michielin francesca.michielin@uni-bocconi.it 
Alberto Violante Alberto.Violante@unimib.it 
Julie Pollard  Julie.pollard@laposte.net 
Manuel Aalbers M.B.Aalbers@uva.nl 
Jana Temelova janatem@natur.cuni.cz 
 

c) Cultural cities (Gordon, Firth); 
Ugo Rossi urossi@unior.it 
Marianna D’Ovidio marianna.dovidio@unimib.it 
Giacomo Bottà giacomo.botta@helsinki.fi 
Hanna Harris hanna.harris@helsinki.fi 
Jussi Kulonpalo jussi.kulonpalo@helsinki.fi 
Alberto Vanolo vanolo@econ.unito.it 
Claire Colomb clairecolomb@hotmail.com 
Michail Galanakis mgalanak@uiah.fi 
Bettina Sprinter bettina.springer@web.de 
Annemarie Bodaar Bodaar.1@osu.edu (will change on 1/7/05) 
Philip Lawton laton@tcd.ie 
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d) Local welfare (Kazepov); 
Barbara Da Roit barbara.daroit@unimib.it 
Angela Genova a.genova@uniurb.it 
Giovanni Torrisi gtorrisi@soc.uniurb.it 
Anna Manzoni anna.manzoni@gmail.com 
Xavier Moreno j.moreno@ceacs.march.es 
Inge Van Nieuwenhuyze Inge.van_nieuwenhuyze@kcl.ac.uk 
Drahokoupil SPHDRJ01@phd.ceu.hu 
Samuel Moessner moessner@geo.rwth-aachen.de 
 

e) Poverty and social exclusion (Mingione); 
Guido Cavalca guido.cavalca@unimib.it 
Carsten Keller carsten.keller@rz.hu-berlin.de 
Luis Garzon luis.garzon@urv.net 
Yasmine Siblot Yasmine.Siblot@univ-paris1.fr 
 

f) Middle Class (La Galès-Preteceille-Oberti); 
Alberta Andreotti alberta.andreotti@unimib.it 
Philippe Gombert  philippegombert@hotmail.com 
François Bonnet francois.bonnet@sciences-po.org 
Barbara Da Roit barbara.daroit@unimib.it 
 

g) Urban Policies (Hausserman, Frank) 
Sara Gonzalez Sara.Gonzalez@ncl.ac.uk 
Silvia Bruzzone silvia.bruzzone@unimib.it 
Lutz Robbers lrobbers@princeton.edu 
Nico Giersig n.giersig@berlin.de 
Justin Beaumont j.r.beaumont@rug.nl 
Frank Eckardt Frank.Eckardt@archit.uni-weimar.de 
Charlotte Halpern charlotte_hal@yahoo.com 
Valeria Fedeli vfedeli@polimi.it 
Valentina Pacetti valentina.pacetti@unito.it 
Sandra Huning Sandra.Huning@TU-Berlin.DE 
Johan Moyersoen johan.moyersoen@geog.ox.ac.uk 
Elena Vacchelli elena_vacchelli@tiscali.it 
Marteen Loopmans Maarten.loopmans@geo.kuleuven.ac.be 
Sampo Villanen svillane@cc.helsinki.fi 
Erwin Riedmann riedmann@zedat.fu-berlin.de 
 
Young researchers yet to be placed (please contact us) 
Paolo Giaccaria  P.Giaccaria@lse.ac.uk 
Nat Marom natmarom@yahoo.com 
Hanna Szemzo hphszh01@phd.ceu.hu 
Romani Garbaye garbaye@hotmail.com 

 
******************************************************************************* 
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UPCOMING CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS 
 
Urb-Europe RTN meeting 
Paris, June 29th 2005 
 
Where 
Salle Goguel 
56, rue des Saints Pères 
75006 Paris 
métro 4 - S.Gérmain des Près 
 
Organisation of the workshop 
In sessions I-III-IV each presentation will last 
15 minutes and will be discussed by an RTN 
fellow (5 minutes). An open discussion of 10 
minutes will then take place. 
In sessions IIA and IIB each presentation will 
last 10 minutes and will be discussed by an 
RTN fellow (5 minutes). An open discussion 
of 5 minutes will then take place.  Sessions 
IIA and IIB will be organised as parallel 
sessions. 
 
Provisional detailed program 
 
9:00 - Welcome 
 
Session I – Theory and methodology (9:15 
– 11:15) 
Chair: François BONNET 
 
09:15 - Bettina SPRINGER, Humboldt 

University: 
“On the search for the lost difference – 
Gentrification and the cultural field” 
Discussant: Yasmine SIBLOT 

09:45– Giulia SINATTI, University of 
Milano-Bicocca: 
“Translocalities. Disaggregating 
Senegalese Migration in its Cities” 
Discussant: Nat MAROM 

10:15 - Manuel AALBERS, University of 
Amsterdam: 
“No naturally occurring data, no 
statistics: How to research redlining?” 
Discussant: Stefania SABATINELLI 

10:45 - Ugo ROSSI, Università “L’Orientale” 
di Napoli: 
“Researchers in the field: 
methodological issues arising from 

collaborative fieldwork in a 
multicultural environment” 
Discussant: Philippe GOMBERT 

 
11:15 - Coffee Break (11:15 – 11:45) 
 
Parallel sessions IIA and IIB (11:45 – 
13:05) 

Session IIA – Research proposals (11:45 – 
13:05) 
Chair: Alberta ANDREOTTI 
 
11:45 - Julie POLLARD, Institut d’Etudes 

Politiques de Paris 
“Private strategies and public 
regulations: The roles of private 
developers in the evolutions of 
housing policy in European 
metropolis” 
Discussant: Alberto VIOLANTE 

12:05 - Cristian POLETTI, Università degli 
Studi di Milano-Bicocca : 
“The social construction of urban 
security practices: a comparative 
research about the police de 
proximité” 
Discussant: François BONNET 

12:25 – Sampo VILLANEN, Helsinki 
University: 
“What do cities do – urban space in 
political and commercial action” 
Discussant: Thaddeus Philip 
LAWTON 

12:45 – Anna MANZONI, University of 
Milano-Bicocca: 
“Young adults’ permanence in the 
parental home: the effect of different 
welfare arrangements. A comparative 
analysis of Berlin and Milan” 
Discussant: Nico GIERSIG 

 

Session IIB – Research proposals (11:45 – 

13:05) 

Chair: Simone GHEZZI 
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11:45 – Jussi KULONPALO, University of 

Helsinki: 
“New Forms of Urban Governance: 
Focusing on Cultural Policy in 
European Cities” 
Discussant: Giacomo BOTTA’ 

12:05 – Paola JIRON,: London School of 
Economics 
“Placing Urban Quality of Life 
through Habitus and the Analysis of 
the Housing/Residential Field” 
Discussant: Hanna HARRIS 

12:25 – Maarten LOOPMANS: Leuven 
University 
“Residents and ‘liveability’: the 
development of the hegemony of 
revanchist urbanism in Antwerp, 
Belgium” 
Discussant: Barbara DA ROIT 

12:45 – Daniele NOVELLO, 
University of Milano-Bicocca: 
“Shaping young adults nest leaving 
strategies. The role of welfare 
regimes” 
Discussant: Timo KAUPINNEN 

 
13:05 - Lunch break (13:05-14:00) 
 

Session III – Empirical findings (14:00 – 

16:00) 

Chair: Barbara DA ROIT 
 
14:00 – Carsten KELLER, Humboldt 

University Berlin: 
“Dynamics of Social Exclusion in 
Deprived Neighbourhoods An East 
German Case Study in Perspective” 
Discussant: Angela GENOVA 

14:30 – Valentina PACETTI, University of 
Turin: 
“Investments attraction and local 
development. The role of local 
collective competition goods” 
Discussant: Charlotte HALPERN 

15:00 – Albert TERRONES RIBAS, 
Autonomous University of Barcelona 
“Explaining residential exclusion and 

housing careers of non-western 
immigrants” 
Discussant: Silvia BRUZZONE 

15:30 - Alberto VIOLANTE 
University of Milano-Bicocca: 
“Rent theory and urban process: the 
privatisation of the Mediterranean 
city” 
Discussant: Julie POLLARD 

 
16:00 - Coffee Break  
 

Session IV– Empirical findings 2 (16:30 – 

18:30) 

Chair: Charlotte HALPERN 
 
16:30 – Luiz GARZON, Autonomous 

University of Barcelona: 
“Barcelona as a linguistic melting pot: 
linguistic exchange, fragmentation of 
labour market and the urban 
experience in Barcelona” 
Discussant: Marianna D’OVIDIO 

17:00 - Guido CAVALCA, University 
of Milano-Bicocca: 
“Milan – Berlin: impoverishment 
processes of lone mothers – First  
results” 
Discussant: Carsten KELLER  

17:30 - Inge VAN NIEUWENHUYZE, 
King’s College London: 
“The importance of legislation in 
labour migration. Recent experiences 
in Barcelona and Antwerp” 
Discussant: Javier MORENO 

18:00 -  Fabrizio GUZZO, University 
of Calabria: 
“Economic efficiency and social 
equity can they co-exist? The case of 
the 22@BCN regeneration plan in 
Barcelona” 
Discussant: Sara GONZALEZ 

 
18:45 – End of the workshop 
 
Social dinner 
In the evening RTN fellows are invited to a 
social dinner. 
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Following the RTN meeting, from the 30th of June to the 2nd of July 2005 the RC 21 
conference, Cities as social fabric: fragmentation and integration, will be taking place also at 
Sciences po Paris. Please refer to the RC 21 website for further details: 
http://www.shakti.uniurb.it/rc21/. 
 
******************************************************************************* 
 
RECENT PHD CONFERRALS 
 
We are happy to announce that the 
following RTN-UrbEurope young 
researchers have recently been awarded a 
PhD degree. Congratulations! 
 
Barbara Da Roit 
University: Milan-Bicocca, Paris Sciences-
PO. 
Thesis title: Welfare systems, welfare 
packaging, and coping strategies of social 
risks: the case of elderly dependence in a 
comparative perspective.  
Tutors: Prof. Enzo Mingione (Milan-
Bicocca); Prof. Patrick Le Galés (Paris 
Sciences-PO). 
Defense date: April 2005. 
Thesis abstract: The dissertation analyses 
transformations in welfare systems – social 
systems characterised by a specific 
combination of state, market and family as 
agents of welfare – through the observation 
of changes in responses to the risk of 
dependence in old age. The analysis, 
embedded in a critical reconsideration of the 
“welfare system” approach, proceeds 
according to a micro-to-macro perspective. 
The analytical starting point considers 
choices and strategies of social actors at the 
same time as influenced by the institutional 
framework, social relations and social norms 
and as able to produce changes. The 
research is based on the comparison of the 
trajectories of two opposite systems, as for 
social policy in the field of elderly 
dependence, throughout the 1990s and it is 
aimed at highlighting the stakes, challenges 
and modes of transformations in a 
traditionally informal system (Italy) and in a 
traditionally formal system (The 
Netherlands). In order to do so the empirical 
observation and analysis focus on a 
comparison of the two national cases and 

two local cases (Milan and Amsterdam), 
based on a combination of quantitative and 
qualitative methods in order to highlight 
ongoing changes and to explore the 
underlying social mechanisms. 
Marianna D’Ovidio 
University: Milan-Bicocca. 
Thesis title: The cultural economy of post-
Fordist cities. Proximity as a creative 
resource? The fashion industry in Milan and 
London 
Tutors: Prof. Guido Martinotti (Milan–
Bicocca); Dr. Andy C. Pratt (London School 
of Economics). 
Defense date: April 2005. 
Thesis abstract: The object of  the research 
is the fashion industry as a key industry in 
the cultural or creative economy of the 
contemporary city. The literature 
emphasises the territorial patterns of the 
creative industry, which tends to cluster in 
particular neighbourhoods of particular 
nodes in global network of fashion design, 
production and distribution; as a result, in 
cities such as Milan, London, New York, 
Paris some areas, are the location of 
definitive “fashion lumps”. The literature 
explains the concentration of cultural 
activities with the need creative people have 
to intense interaction and close proximity in 
order to nourish their creativity. The 
research aims at furthering the 
understanding of the reasons and nature of 
the relationships among creative workers 
and between them and the city in two of the 
main centres of the fashion industry: Milan 
and London.In the first part of the work an 
analysis and discussion of the cultural 
economy is carried out in order to set the 
stage for the investigation of the weight and 
spatial distribution of the cultural economy 
in Milan and London, which is analysed in 
the second part of the thesis. The third part 
of the work deals  with relations and 
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interactions in the fashion industries in the 
two contexts. The results of the research, 
first, confirm the concentrated patterns of 
this industry as presented in the cultural 
economy literature; second, they advance 
our understanding of creative workers 
relationships by showing the development of 
different relational networks. 
 
Carsten Keller 
University: Humboldt University, Berlin 
Thesis title: Living in East German Large 
Housing Estates. On Dynamics of Social 
Exclusion. 
Tutor: Prof. Hartmut Häußermann (Berlin); 
Prof. Franz Schultheis (Geneva); Prof. 
Martin Kronauer (Berlin). 
Defense date:. April 2005. 
Thesis abstract: The objective of the 
project was twofold: First, the aim has been 
to investigate the social development of East 
German large housing estates since the wall 
came down. Second, the research has been 
on poverty and social exclusion, looking at 
the trajectories, networks and coping 
strategies of inhabitants and asking for the 
effects the neighbourhood has on social 
exclusion. Empirical research was carried 
out between 1997 and 2003 in the 
settlements of two medium-sized cities, 
where 77 experts and 81 households have 
been interviewed. For comparative purposes 
I sampled two third financially deprived and 
one third financially secured households. 
Furthermore group-interviews, participant 
observation and a photo-documentary have 
been carried out in the settlements. The two 
case studies have been complemented by the 
collection of statistical data and expert-
interviews on the social development of East 
German prefabricated housing estates. 
Main outcomes of the research are, firstly, 
that the peripheral estates undergo a 
development from integrated “fordist” to 
internally segregated estates, where social 
milieus of established elderly and 
disadvantaged milieus of poor, precarious 
people and migrants take shape. Along with 
the process of social downgrading and 
internal segregation goes a crisis of 

coexistence or social cohesion: distinctions 
and a “fight for respectability” among the 
lower classes gain particular strength within 
the settlements. Secondly, effects of the 
neighbourhood on particular groups of 
inhabitants are demonstrated. Not only low-
status and socially declined households are 
vulnerable to negative effects of the 
neighbourhood. By exploring the 
trajectories, networks and coping strategies 
it can be shown that also households with 
weak family ties and special coping 
strategies are easily affected by the 
neighbourhood in a negative way. 
 
************************************ 
VACANCIES 
 
Several RTN UrbEurope vacancies, with a 
deadline of June 30, 2005 and a flexible start 
date of October 1, 2005 were recently 
published on the cordis website (http://mc-
opportunities.cordis.lu).  
 
The Sociology Department of the 
University of Milano-Bicocca posted three 
vacancies: two pre-doctoral ranging from 
three to seven months and one post-doctoral 
ranging from three to seven months.  
 
The Sociology Department of the London 
School of Economics posted one post-
doctoral vacancy for three months.  
 
The University of Amsterdam (AME- 
Amsterdam study centre for the 
metropolitan environment University of 
Amsterdam) posted one pre-doctoral six 
month vacancy.  
 
The Department of Social Policy in the 
University of Helsinki posted one pre-
doctoral six month vacancy.  
 
The University of Berlin (Humboldt 
Univertaet Berlin Isitut für 
SozialwissenschaftenStadt-und 
Regionalsoziologie) posted one pre-doctoral 
six month vacancy.  
************************************ 



 8

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please let us know of any workshop or 
conference being organised in your 
department or university, so we can post 
them on the forum. 
 
Don’t forget the forum is available for you 
to exchange information and ideas: use it! 
 
The next RTN-UrbEurope newsletter issue 
will be circulated at the end of October. 
 
************************************ 
 
CONTACTS 
 
Alberta Andreotti:  
alberta.andreotti@unimib.it 
 
Elizabeth Esteves:  
elizabeth.esteves@unimib.it 
 
Stefania Sabatinelli 
stefania.sabatinelli@unimib.it 
 


